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GEORGIA  ACADEMY  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
Macon,  Ga.,  November  ist,  1880. 

To  His  Excellency,  A.  H.  Colquitt, 

Governor  of  Georgia. 

Sir — The  Trustees  of  the  Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind 
submit  the  following,  with  the  accompanying  Reports  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  and  the  two  Reports  of  the  Principal,  as 
their  Report  for  the  year  beginning  with  October  ist,  1879,  and 
extending  to  October  ist,  1880. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report  shows 

Balance  from  last  year, $ 4,397  84 

Receipts  from  State  appropriation  for  fiscal  year,.  . 12,000  00 

“ “ Boarding 465  00 — $16,862  84 

From  this  sum,  there  has  been  paid  out 
Upon  orders  of  the  Board  in  favor  of  Principal  . . $10,200  00 
Improvements  of  grounds  and  outhouses 324  00 — $10,524  00 

Balance  in  hand $6,338  84 

For  the  disbursement  of  the  sum  paid  to  the  Principal  on 
orders  of  the  Board,  the  Trustees  refer  to  his  Exhibit,  as  found 
in  his  Report  hereunto  appended.  His  accounts  and  vouchers 
have  been  carefully  examined  by  our  Finance  Committee,  and 
read  and  approved  by  the  Board  as  presented  in  his  monthly 
Reports  to  the  Trustees.  The  disbursement  for  improvements 
of  grounds  and  outbuilding  were  made  by  the  Committee  of  Im- 
provements and  Repairs,  and  paid  out  by  the  Treasurer,  under 
authority  granted  by  a resolution  of  the  Board,  the  account  for 
which  with  the  vouchers  have  also  been  examined  and  approved. 

The  balance  in  hand  may  seem  to  be  a large  amount  in  view 
of  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  that  is  asked.  It  is,  how- 
ever, both  prudent  and  economical  to  have  a considerable  fund 
in  reserve  in  view  of  opportunities  for  its  advantageous  use,  should 
any  occur,  and  of  contingencies  that  might  happen.  Also,  a 
considerable  part  of  it  will  be  needed  for  the  maintenance  of 
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the  Institution  from  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  until  the  next 
appropriation  shall  have  been  made  and  realized  to  the  Institu- 
tion. On  account  of  this  balance,  the  appropriation  asked  in 
the  present  Report  has  been  reduced  two  thousand  dollars  be- 
low the  sum  that  the  Trustees  would  have  otherwise  desired. 
Such  balances  arise  from  the  savings  from  the  annual  appro- 
priations and  other  receipts  from  year  to  year,  and  on  one  oc- 
casion, about  three  years  ago,  they  amounted  to  such  a sum  that 
the  Board  was  able  to  let  one  quarter  of  the  appropriation,  then 
due,  lapse  into  the  State  Treasury  uncalled  for,  without  in- 
convenience to  the  Institution.  Also,  in  this  connection,  the 
1 rustees  say  what  they  have  said  on  other  occasions,  that  it  has 
never  been  the  policy  of  the  Board  to  incur  debt  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  affairs  with  which  it  is  charged. 

The  Trustees  believe  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Academy 
for  the  Blind  have  been  conducted  with  prudence  and  economy, 
as  much  so  in  the  year  just  closed  as  in  any  of  the  years  of  its 
past  history. 

1 hey  think  that  with  the  balance  on  hand,  ten  thousand  dollars 
per  annum  will  be  sufficient  for  the  probable  wants  of  the  next 
two  fiscal  years,  and  ask  the  appropriation  of  the  same  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind. 

As  to  the  status  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Academy,  the 
1 rustees  refer  to  the  Report  of  the  Principal. 

I he  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  called  to  the  existence  of 
a comparatively  large  number  of  blind  persons,  between  the  limits 
of  age  at  which  we  receive  beneficiaries  into  the  Academy, 
among  the  colored  population  of  the  State.  The  Academy  for 
the  Blind  was  chartered  and  erected  before  the  emancipation 
of  the  colored  race  and  their  elevation  into  the  condition  of 
citizenship,  and  all  its  provisions  both  as  to  the  work  it  proposed 
to  do  and  the  capacity  and  arrangement  of  its  accommodations 
were  made  in- reference  to  the  wants  of  the  white  population. 
Obviously,  this  Board,  therefore,  has  under  its  charge  no  pro- 
visions  or  arrangements  by  which  the  colored  youth  could  be 
accommodated.  Indeed,  had  they  capacity  in  the  building  to 
take  a number  of  colored  pupils,  the  precedents  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances, the  instincts  of  race  and  the  provisions  of  law 
would  alike  oppose  the  intermingling  of  the  pupils  of  the  two 
races  in  the  same  classes  and  rooms.  Hence  the  consideration 
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of  the  Board  has  necessarily  been  occupied  with  and  bestowed 
upon  exclusively  the  blind  of  the  whites.  Now  since  the  condi- 
tion of  the  infirm  and  defective  classes  of  the  enfranchised  people 
has  come  up  for  consideration,  and  calls  upon  the  public  are 
being  made  for  that  measure  of  compassion  which  was  en- 
joined by  authority  of  law  and  the  healthy  sentiment  of  society 
under  the  old  system  upon  their  owners,  and  public  provisions 
are  being  made  for  the  alleviation  of  some  of  the  other  forms  of 
suffering,  the  subject  of  the  education  of  the  blind  of  the  race  is 
being  agitated  and  attracts  a degree  of  interest.  Hence,  this 
Board  requested  the  Principal  to  prepare  a report  on  the  subject, 
with  which  request  he  has  complied';  and  it  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  by  resolution  it  is 
herewith  appended  as  his  Supplemental  Report.  The  matter  is  of 
such  importance  that  the  Trustees,  being  already  charged  by  act 
of  the  Legislature  with  the  management  of  an  Institution  de- 
signed specifically  for  theeducation  of  the  blind,  and  having  the 
facilities  of  organization  and  experience  in  the  work,  could  not 
well  disregard  it.  Therefore,  by  a special  resolution  of  the 
Board  the  attention  of  members  of  the  Legislature  is  called  to 
the  interests  of  the  colored  blind  youth  of  the  State  ; and  should 
they  determine  to  have  organized  a department  for  their  educa- 
tion under  the  management  of  this  Board,  the  Trustees  ask  for 
an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  purchase  or  rent  the 
necessary  buildings  and  to  provide  for  the  instruction  and  main- 
tenance of  such  pupils  as  may  offer. 

Commending  the  misfortunes  and  the  interests  of  the  blind  to 
the  fostering  care  of  the  Executive  authorities  and  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State,  the  foregoing  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
order  of  the  Board. 


JAMES  MERCER  GREEN,  President. 
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Examined  and  approved  September  30,  1880. 


3Priirajrar$  k Ifp  litjusim 


GEORGIA  ACADEMY  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
Macon,  Ga.,  October  ist,  1880. 

Gentlemen — In  conformity  with  your  By-Laws,  I submit  the 
following  as  my  Report  for  the  fiscal  year  just  closed. 

The  year  has  been  one  without  any  special  incidents  worthy 
of  mention.  The  health  of  the  household  has  been  generally 
good;  the  work  of  the  officers  and  teachers  in  all  departments 
has  been  faithfully  done  ; entire  harmony  has  prevailed  among 
the  members  of  the  establishment,  and  a kind  Providence  has 
smiled  benignantly  upon  our  several  efforts  to  discharge  the 
varied  duties  imposed  upon  us  in  our  places  of  trust. 

The  roll  of  pupils  appended  to  this  Report  shows  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  attendance  to  have  been  sixty,  and  the  attend- 
ance the  year  round  has  been  unusually  regular  and  uniform, 
the  average  being  fifty-seven,  and  their  progress  in  the  school 
room,  the  music  room  and  the  workshop  has  been  such  as  to 
afford  me  much  satisfaction.  It  is  to  be  expected,  as  it  is  in  all 
schools,  that  there  will  be  variations  of  grades,  of  talent  and 
advancement.  Perhaps  our  exhibitions  now  would  not  show  as 
high  degree  of  skill  and  culture  among  our  pupils,  as  they  could 
show  a few  years  ago,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  then,  there  were 
more  advanced  pupils  under  our  charge,  while  now  the  class  of 
beginners  and  young  children  preponderate. 

This  fact  is  not  to  be  deplored,  since  we  know  that  many, 
very  many  of  those  who  have  left  us  as  graduates  are  worthily 
illustrating  in  the  walks  of  life  and  business  the  beneficence  of 
our  work,  and  with  their  skill,  talents  and  acquisitions  filling 
places  of  usefulness. 

The  following  is  a classified  abstract  of  the  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements for  maintenance. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  year $149  82 

Orders  of  the  Board  on  Treasurer 10,200  00 — $10,349  82 


8 


Principal’s  Report  to  the  Trustees. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Amount  brought  forward,  . 

1.  Salaries 

2.  Postage,  stationery,  writing  material  . . 

3.  Carriage  hire  and  travel 

4.  School  expenses,  Jiooks,  etc.,  . . . . 

5.  Music,  repairs  of  instruments,  etc.,  . . . 

6.  Work  materials  • • 

7.  Pupils’  clothes 

8 House  furnishing,  repairs  of  furniture,  etc, 

9.  Servant  hire,  including  washing  .... 

10.  Fuel  and  lights 

11.  Provisions 

12.  S|>ecial 

13.  Repairs 

14.  Housekeepers  and  seamstress 


$10,349  82 

S3  580  69 
36  3* 

129  60 
65  69 

51  94 
6 72 
592  27 
363  22 
700  30 
762  62 
2,937  00 
628  54 
190  94 

295  00— $10,340  84 


Balance 


$8  98 
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In  connection  with  this  exhibit  I would  respectfully  call  at- 
tention to  the  remarks  submitted  in  my  last  Annual  Report  in 
relation  to  the  expenditures  of  the  Academy  for  the  Blind  ; and 
also  to  the  quotation  made  in  the  same  Report  from  the  forty- 
second  Annual  Report  of  the  New  York  Institution  as  to  “ the 
outlay  of  labor  and  expense”  required  in  the  education  of  the 
blind.  The  total  of  expenditures  for  this  year  exceeds  that  of 
last  year  by  $716  58 — that  is,  by  a little  more  than  seven  per 
cent.  The  difference  can  be  accounted  for  mainly  by  three  facts. 
(1st.)  This  year’s  exhibit  includes  the  salary  of  the  attending 
Medical  Officer  for  two  years,  that  for  the  last  year  not  having  been 
paid  until  after  the  Report  was  made.  (2nd.)  The  insurance  on 
the  property  has  been  increased  more  than  sixteen  per  cent,  this 
year.  (3rd.)  There  has  been  a very  considerable  advance  in  the 
prices  of  provisions  and  some  other  supplies  of  consumption. 

Knowing  that  there  is  a balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
sufficient  to  carry  the  Academy  until  after  the  first  of  January, 
and  taking  the  expenditures,  as  they  have  been  this  year  as  a 
basis  of  estimates,  I recommend  that  the  appropriation  to  be 
asked  from  the  Legislature  be  reduced  by  two  thousand  dollars 
from  that  of  last  year,  deeming  ten  thousand  dollars  under  the 
circumstances  as  large  a sum  as  our  probable  wants  will  require 
from  the  State  Treasury  in  the  next  fiscal  year. 


Principal’s  Report  to  the  Trustees. 
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AMERICAN  PRINTING  HOUSE  FOR  THE  BLIND.' 

Since  the  last  Report  of  the  Academy  was  sent  to  the  State 
Legislature,  a measure  of  great  importance  to  our  work,  then 
pending,  has  been  fully  consummated.  In  my  Report  for  the  year 
1876,  I called  attention  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  located  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  giving  a brief  account  of  its 
purposes  and  history,  and  stating  that  its  enterprise  and  useful- 
ness were  greatly  obstructed  by  a want  of  means.  I also  men- 
tioned, that  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  In- 
instructors of  the  Blind,  held  that  year  at  Philadelphia,  it  was 
resolved,  to  petition  the  General  Government  for  a grant  of 
funds  to  aid  in  the  work  it  was  organized  to  do,  and  a Com- 
mittee of  Superintendents — (Huntoon,  of  Kentucky,  Wait,  of 
New  York,  Chapin,  of  Pennsylvania,  Morrison,  of  Maryland, 
and  Williams,  of  Georgia,)  was  appointed  to  prosecute  the 
measure  before  Congress. 

The  Committee  entered  without  delay  upon  the  duty  assigned 
them,  had  a bill  framed  and  a memorial  prepared  and  sent  into 
the  House  of  Representatives ; by  correspondence,  and  otherwise 
working  diligently  to  secure  as  much  influence  as  they  could  in 
favor  of  the  measure,  and  meeting  here  and  there  and  overcom- 
ing opposition  from  rival  schemes  and  other  adverse  sources, 
until  the  bill  passed  the  House  by  a vote  with  only  nineteen  in 
the  negative.  When  the  bill  came  before  the  Senate  and  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  for  our  Committee  to  repair  to  Washington  and  ap- 
pear before  said  Senate  Committee,  which  we  did  January  22d, 
1878.  This  was  done  without  expense  to  the  Institutions. 

The  Committee,  after  previous  consultation,  made  through 
Mr.  Wait,  Superintendent  of  the  New  York  Institution,  before 
the  Senate  Committee,  a full  explanation  of  the  nature  and  pur- 
poses of  the  bill  then  under  its  consideration,  and  a brief  argu- 
ment in  its  favor — setting  forth,  in  substance,  that  it  had  been 
the  policy  of  the  Government  since  1789  to  foster  education, 
and  that  since  that  time  grants  had  been  made  by  Congress  for 
this  purpose  of  nearly  96,000,000  acres  of  land  and  about 
$48,000,000  in  money;  that  these  donations  had  been  devoted 
and  used  in  the  establishment  of  the  Common  School  systems  of 
the  several  States  ; that  by  reason  of  the  peculiar  defects  of  both 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind,  these  two  classess  of  citi- 
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zens  were  not  able  to  participate  in  these  grants.  Also,  that  the 
class  of  Deaf  and  Dumb,  upon  their  first  application,  viz.,  in 
the  year  1S17,  for  aid  from  the  General  Government,  had  had 
their  equitable  claim  recognized,  and  then  and  since  45,440 
acres  of  land,  and  money  for  the  purchase  of  land,  the  erection 
of  buildings,  the  maintenance  of  schools,  etc.,  amounting  to 
$ 1 ,500,000  had  been  granted  for  their  educational  purposes.  Also, 
that  up  to  this  time  nothing  had  been  done  specifically  for  the 
Blind,  and  that  no  revision  of  existing  school  laws,  if  such  could 
be  made,  would  enable  them  to  participate  in  the  grants 
already  made,  and  that  it  was  therefore  just  and  equitable  to  re- 
cognize their  claims  for  consideration  and  place  them  upon  the 
same  plane  with  other  classes  of  citizens.  Other  suggestions  were 
made  pertaining  to  the  number  of  blind  persons  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  difficulties  of  education  arising  from  their  con- 
dition ; that  thirty  States  were  maintaining  schools  for  the  Blind, 
but  that  there  was  an  inadequate  supply  of  apparatus,  text  books, 
and  other  literature ; that  the  cost  of  such  as  had  been  prepared 
was  great,  and  the  subsidy  asked  by  the  bill  was  to  be  used  for 
relief  in  this  direction,  and  that  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  being  an  existing  corporate  body  having  experi- 
ence in  the  work,  centrally  located,  and  under  the  most  favor- 
able auspices  was  a very  competent  and  proper  almoner  of  the 
contemplated  benefice. 

The  Committee  of  the  Senate,  shortly  after  the  Committee  of 
Superintendents  had  retired  from  their  presence,  agreed  unani- 
mously upon  a report  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  placed  on 
the  calendar.  It  finally  passed  the  Senate  (on  3d  March,  1879,) 
by  a vote  of  40  yeas  to  7 nays,  and  receiving  the  signature  of 
the  President,  became  a law. 

As  far  as  I am  informed  the  Representatives  and  Senators 
from  Georgia  gave  the  measure  their  cordial  support.  From 
the  final  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Superintendents  to  the  As- 
sociation of  Instructors,  at  the  meeting  held  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
last  August,  I beg  to  submit  the  following  extracts  as  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  Blind  and  their  friends:  “The  Hon. 

Albert  S.  Willis,  Representative  from  the  Fifth  Congressional 
District  of  Kentucky,  who  introduced  the  bill  and  took  charge 
of  it  in  its  whole  course  through  the  House  of  Representatives, 
was  unwearied  in  his  labors'in  its  behalf  until  it  became  a law. 
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He  watched  its  cou*se  in  the  Senate  and  lost  no  opportunity  of 
personally  explaining  to  the  various  Senators  the  important  fea- 
tures of  the  bill.  The  success  of  the  measure  is  largely  due  to 
the  intelligent  interest  that  Mr.  Willis  took  in  its  behalf,  and 
the  activity  and  energy  he  displayed  in  making  known  the  claims 
of  the  Blind  to  Congress.  We  feel  that  the  gratitude  of  all  the 
blind,  and  of  all  interested  in  their  education,  is  due  to  Mr. 
Willis.”  Also: 

“ Senator  A.  E.  Burnside,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Education  and  Labor,  was  the  earnest  friend  of  the  bill  from 
the  time  it  came  before  that  Committee.  He  pressed  it  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  after  securing  its  consideration, 
presented  its  merits  with  an  ability  and  force  that  secured  its 
final  passage.  ” 

As  a member  of  the  Committee  of  Superintendents,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  prosecuting  this  measure  from  the  beginning  to 
its  final  issue,  I may  say  for  myself — not  doubting  the  concurrence 
of  those  with  whom  I was  associated  (except  the  individual  him- 
self)— that  the  services  of  Mr.  Huntoon,  of  Kentucky,  who  was 
also  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  the  Printing  House,  both  on 
account  of  his  relationship  to  the  establishment  and  his  zealous 
and  intelligent  activity,  were  truly  invaluable  in  the  work. 

By  this  measure  Congress  has  set  aside  $250,000  of  four  per 
cent.  Government  bonds,  the  interest  of  which,  $10,000,  is  to  be 
paid  over  semi-annually  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Printing  House, 
to  be  used  by  them  in  the  manufacture  of  books  and  other  ap- 
pliances for  distribution  among  the  Institutions  of  the  United 
States  in  the  ratio  of  their  respective  attendance.  This  distri- 
bution is  gratuitous,  but  the  books  are  rated  at  the  actual  cost  of 
production.  The  first  distribution  has  already  been  made  and 
another  is  ready,  amounting  to  this  Institution  to  an  annual 
addition  to  our  school  requisites  and  Library  for  the  Blind  of 
near  three  hundred  dollars  in  value. 

The  mere  receiving  of  the  books  without  cost  is  a boon  to  the 
Institutions,  but  there  is  a greater  value  than  that  accruing  to  the 
Blind  from  this  subsidy.  A greater  number  of  embossed  books 
(the  selection  of  which  is  entrusted  to  a Committee  of  Superin- 
tendents,) will  be  published,  and  thereby  great  additions  be 
made  to  the  now  meagre  Literature  of  the  Blind. 

Another  year  of  the  Institution  has  closed.  It  is  an  event  that 
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very  naturally  calls  for  retrospection  and  renewal  of  purpose.  In 
many  instances  like  occasions  are  made  a time  of  joy  and  gratu- 
lation,  but  in  view  of  the  terrible  calamity  of  blindness  with 
which  we  have  to  do,  and  the  evils  of  which  we  are  using  our 
best  efforts  to  alleviate,  the  closing  of  the  year  by  contrast  sug- 
gests the  pathetic  lamentation  of  England’s  blind  bard. 

Thus  with  the  year 
Seasons  return,  but  not  to  me  returns 
Day,  or  the  sweet  approach  of  even  or  morn 
Or  sight  of  vernal  bloom  or  summer  rose,* 

Or  flocks  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine; 

But  cloud  instead,  and  ever  during  dark 
Surrounds  me;  from  the  cheerful  ways  of  men 
Cut  off ; and  for  the  book  of  knowledge  fair 
Presented  with  a universal  blank 
Of  Nature’s  works,  to  me  expunged  and  razed; 

And  wisdom  at  one  entrance  quite  shut  out. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  D.  WILLIAMS,  Principal. 
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GEORGIA  ACADEMY  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Macon,  Ga.,  October  2 2d,  1880. 

Gentlemen — At  your  last  meeting,  16th  inst.,  by  resolution, 
“ The  Principal  was  requested  to  furnish  the  Board  with  such 
data  as  he  may  possess,  in  regard  to  the  needs  of  the  colored 
Blind  of  the  State,  and  such  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject as  may  be  useful  to  the  Board  in  its  future  action.  ” 

In  obedience  to  which  request,  I have  prepared  and  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  paper:  I have  given  much  thought 

to  the  subject  of  the  education  of  the  Blind  of  the  Negro  race  in 
our  State,  and  I entertain  some  very  decided  convictions  as  to 
the  duty  of  the  Academy  for  the  Blind  in  relation  thereto,  but 
as  there  are  many  perplexing  questions  to  be  considered  before 
your  action  should  take  definite  shape,  I desire  whatever  sug- 
gestions I have  offered  to  be  received  as  being  offered  in  a state 
of  mind  akin  to  hesitancy  and  in  a spirit  of  the  most  willing 
deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  Board  with  whom  resides  all 
responsibility  in  the  premises. 

REPORT: 

Several  years  ago  in  our  Annual  Report  to  the  Executive  of 
the  State,  it  was  stated  that  at  no  distant  day  it  would  be  in- 
cumbent upon  this  Board  to  make  some  provision  for  the  educa- 
tion and  training  of  the  colored  Blind  youth  of  the  State.  The 
suggestion  was  prospective.  How  this  should  be  done,  and 
what  direction  the  matter  should  take,  could  not,  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  statistical  information,  and  all  the  uncertainties  involved, 
be  foreshadowed.  Up  to  the  close  of  the  war,  your  Principal, 
while  making  diligent  inquiries  everywhere,  and  looking  into  the 
statistics  of  the  blind  of  the  State,  during  a period  of  eight  years, 
heard  of  but  two  blind  children  of  the  colored  race  of  suitable 
age  for  admission  into  the  school,  and  one  of  them  he  thought 
a doubtful  case.  It  is  true,  it  was  not  his  object  to  find  such, 
but  the  nature  of  his  enquiries  would  have  led  him  to  hear  of 
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many  more,  had  a large  number  been  then  in  existence.  When 
that  population  was  set  free,  and  given  equal  rights  in  the  State, 
a few  blind  colored  persons  were  reported  to  him,  mostly  by 
County  Authorities  desiring  to  rid  themselves  of  the  care  of 
them  as  objects  of  public  charity.  Among  these,  there  were  some 
young  men  recently  made  blind  by  disease  and  accident,  who 
might  have  been  taken  into  our  workshop  as  apprentices,  had 
there  been  provision  therefor.  The  interested  feelings  of  old 
masters  also  caused  some  of  them  to  make  application  in  a few 
similar  cases.  At  the  present  time  the  statistics  show  that  the 
colored  blind  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty  years  are  more 
numerous  in  Georgia,  than  the  similar  class  of  whites,  the  former 
being  one  hundred  and  forty-five  and  the  later  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  according  to  the  returns  of  school  population  made  in 
1878  to  the  Hon.  G.  J.  Orr,  State  School  Commissioner. 

There  may  be  grounds  for  the  suspicion,  that  the  returns  for 
some  of  the  counties  may  be  in  excess  of  the  reality  in  one  or 
both  of  the  classes,  but  it  is  probable,  from  other  data,  that  the 
enumeration  as  a whole  is  very  nearly  correct,  and  especially  so, 
when  we  take  into  the  account  the  fact,  that  we  regard  as  the 
proper  subjects  for  admission  to  the  privileges  of  the  Institution, 
many  youths,  who,  although  not  entirely  blind,  are  yet,  for  lack 
of  sufficient  powers  of  vision,  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  edu- 
cation in  the  seeing  schools — a class  that  is  rarely  enumerated 
in  the  census  as  blind. 

The  above  named  numbers  represent  the  probable  ratio  at  this 
time  between  the  blind  of  the  two  races  to  be  provided  for  in 
our  scheme  of  benevolence.  But  as  poverty  and  ignorance  and 
the  life  engendered  of  these  evils  have  ever  been  fruitful  sources 
of  blindness,  a relative  increase  in  the  number  of  the  colored 
blind  may  be  anticipated.  Tending  to  the  same  result,  may  be 
mentioned  the  exposures  to  which  the  race  headlessly  subject 
themselves  and  their  children  ; their  negligence  under  diseases 
and  changes  in  weather,  and  their  proneness  to  take  incompetent 
medical  advice  and  resort  to  useless  and  hurtful  treatment,  and 
their  inability  to  secure  proper  medical  skill  in  opthalmic 
diseases. 

The  question  arises,  will  the  colored  people  generally  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  of  instruction  in  our  school,  if  pro- 
vision is  made  for  them.  The  answer  is,  that  they  will  probably 
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do  so  with  greater  eagerness  than  has  hitherto  been  manifested 
in  the  case  of  the  whites.  With  an  experience  and  history  of 
more  than  a quarter  of  a century,  we  have  not  been  able  to  bring 
the  attendance  to  more  than  about  two-thirds  of  the  probable 
number  of  the  blind  whites  in  the  State,  who  are  the  properly 
qualified  subjects  of  our  work.  It  is  true,  that  the  troubles,  the 
contingencies,  and  the  dubious  prospects  ever  before  the  mind, 
and  the  various  embarrassments  of  the  people  through  the  years 
of  the  war,  and  also  through  those  of  the  protracted  period  of 
reconstruction,  were  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  Institution 
now  in  the  retrospect  seeming  so  appalling  that  there  is  wonder 
how  its  existence  could  have  been  maintained.  It  is  only  in 
the  last  few  years  that  it  has  reached  this  proportion  of  attend- 
ance. This  prestige  of  the  Institution  will  be  as  advantageous 
in  case  of  the  colored  as  in  that  of  the  whites.  The  heightened 
enthusiasm  of  the  colored  people  on  the  subject  of  education 
manifested  immediately  after  their  emancipation  may  have  some- 
what abated  as  to  their  sighted  children,  but  it  will  probably 
prevail  with  undiminished  ardor  in  the  case  of  their  blind,  being 
at  the  same  time  strengthened  by  motives  arising  from  their 
inability  on  account  of  poverty  to  support  the  helpless  in  their 
families,  and  the  interference  with  their  employment  as  servants 
and  laborers,  which  the  care  of  them  at  home  will  occasion. 
County  boards  and  officers  charged  with  the  support  of  paupers, 
will  use  exertion  and  influence  towards  securing  the  attendance 
at  the  Institution  of  all  such  as  are  admissible  under  our  rules. 
To  this,  however,  will  be  opposed  the  hopes  and  realization  of 
revenues  to  be  derived  from  begging,  in  which  cause  no  stronger 
or  more  effectual  plea  can  be  made  than  blindness.  Balancing 
the  conflicting  probabilities,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  in  a 
very  few  years  places  for  eighty  or  ninety  colored  pupils  would 
be  required 

All  those  reasons  which  move  us  to  educate  the  blind  of  one 
race  are  equally  strong  in  the  case  of  the  other.  If  education  is  ' 
a desirable  acquisition  to  any  class  as  a source  of  self-entertain- 
ment and  a qualification  for  position  in  life,  to  the  blind  it  is 
not  only  all  this  but  it  is  also  an  acquisition  in  the  nature  of  a 
profession  or  trade  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  earn  a liveli- 
hood. This  is  highly  important  to  the  poor  blind  of  the  colored 
race.  Considerations  to  be  drawn  from  the  condition  of  this 
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class  of  our  population,  also  deserve  our  attention,  such  as  their 
ignorance  as  to  all  the  special  methods  by  which  the  blind  may 
be  trained  to  usefulness  at  home  and  in  the  family,  and  their 
inability  from  poverty  to  have  it  done  by  others  in  the  absence 
of  any  provision  made  for  them  by  the  State. 

Under  the  laws,  the  colored  people  have  equal  rights  with  the 
whites  in  all  departments  of  the  Government.  Georgia  has 
provided  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  colored  insane  and 
imbeciles  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  Tne  colored  children  of 
sight  have  equal  privileges  of  education  under  the  Common 
School  system  of  the  State.  A College  for  the  higher  education 
of  colored  youths  of  both  sexes  is  largely  maintained  by  a subsidy 
granted  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Other  Southern  States  have  made  provision  for  the  educa- 
tional training  of  their  colored  defective  classes.  Notably,  both 
Maryland  and  North  Carolina  have,  each,  had  organized  and  in 
operation  for  several  years,  schools  for  both  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
anil  the  Blind  of  the  African  Race.  These  Institutions  are 
placed  as  departments  of  their  State  Institutions  for  this  special 
work,  under  the  same  Boards  and  Superintendents.  This  ar- 
rangement has  proven  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  all 
classes,  and  is  very  beneficent  in  its  results,  and  the  business  is 
thereby  conducted  with  less  expense.  There  is  unity  in  having 
but  one  head  of  management  and  one  centre  of  responsibility 
in  the  work.  The  charges  for  superintendence  are  reduced  and 
in  the  details  of  administration  there  will  be  found  many  econo- 
mic and  supplemental  opportunities  and  advantages. 

Should  a Department  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colored  Blind  of 
the  State  be  organized  under  the  management  of  your  Board, 
at  some  suitable  location  near  the  city,  with  a lot  not  only 
large  enough  for  the  various  buildings  and  grounds  which 
would  be  necessary  for  the  department,  but  also  containing 
land  enough  for  vegetable  gardens,  stock  lots  and  other  pur- 
poses, common  to  both  departments,  and  by  reason  of  which 
area  the  inmates  might  have  the  opportunity  of  a measure  of 
privacy  and  be  kept  free  from  annoyances  and  exactions  from 
the  neighborhood  and  the  public,  with  ample,  substantially 
built,  permanent  improvements,  suited  in  their  arrangements  to 
the  requirements  of  the  purposes  in  view  and  adapted  in  their 
appointments  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  class  to  be 
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benefited,  it  can  be  conducted  very  economically,  at  a far  less 
expense  to  the  State  than  a separate  Institution  could  be  main- 
tained., and  by  reason  of  the  expenditures  to  be  made  on  this 
property  as  suggested,  some  items  of  expense  now  necessary  in 
the  existing  Institution  could  be  relatively  reduced. 

The  foregoing  is  intended  to  be  merely  a general  discussion 
of  the  subject,  made  as  brief  as  the  points  of  interest  seemed  to 
allow.  The  status  of  the  business  as  affecting  our  Institution  at 
this  time,  is  briefly  this: 

Frequent  inquiries  have  been  and  are  being  addressed  to  the 
Principal  by  both  white  and  colored  citizens  having  concern,  as 
to  whether  or  not  provision  has  been  made  in  the  Academy  for 
the  education  of  the  colored  blind.  Some  colored  religious 
bodies  have  made  petitions  to  him  to  have  organized  a depart- 
ment for  that  race  in  the  school  and  have  promised  active 
co-operation  in  hunting  up  the  blind  children.  Some  appeals, 
as  mentioned  above,  have  been  made  to  him  in  view  of  certain 
cases.  Some  applications  for  admission  of  blind  children  have 
been  made  by  their  parents  and  other  friends,  which  could  not 
be  granted  on  account  of  the  want  of  suitable  provisions.  The 
names  and  residences  of  a number  have  been  reported  to  him 
and  noted.  Two  boys  from  the  city  of  Macon  have  been 
received  as  day  scholars  and  taught  in  a room  in  the  workshop. 
These  are  doing  very  well,  although  under  the  circumstances 
they  cannot  be  brought  under  that  control  and  discipline  of  the 
Institution  which  is  highly  important  to  their  proper  training. 

In  view  of  the  whole  matter,  it  is  thought  that  with  temporary 
quarters  of  sufficient  capacity,  a school  numbering  twenty -five 
might  and  would  be  organized  in  one  year.  The  teachers  for 
this  school  could  be  furnished  from  the  one  now  in  existence  and 
also  much  apparatus,  books  and  appliances.  A suitable  colored 
woman  might  be  employed  as  matron,  to  have  charge  of  the 
clothing,  bedding,  care  of  rooms,  etc.;  another  to  do  the  cooking 
and  some  laundry  work,  and  a man  to  act  as  guard  to  the 
premises  and  perform  many  other  duties  in  the  general  work. 
Your  Superintendent  could  take  upon  himself,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board,  the  general  direction  of  the  whole  business, 
regulate  the  expenses,  and  keep  the  accounts.  Acting  on  this 
scheme,  great  expenditures  need  not  be  made  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  establishment,  and  in  the  course  of  one  or  two  years,  at 
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farthest,  by  the  time  the  permanent  buildings  and  arrangements 
could  be  completed,  the  Department  will  have  grown  into  such 
proportions  as  will  justify  its  full  habiliment  under  a system  of 
details  to  be  ascertained  and  determined  in  a great  measure  by 
the  experience  acquired.  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  WILLIAMS,  Principal. 
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NAME. 

MALES. 

Astin,  Charles  . . . . 

Campbell 

Ayrs,  Hiram  . . . . . 

Barnes,  Josephus  . . . 

Bibb 

Bruce,  John  P 

Bryan,  William  W.  . . 

Cargile,  Willie  S.  . . 

Bibb 

Cason,  John  A 

Coley,  Jesse  A 

Coley,  S.  A.  W 

Cornwell,  William  1). 

Jasper 

Coulter,  J.  W.  M.  . . 

Taylor 

Grace,  Walter  F.  . . 

Griffin,  Walter  D.  . . 

Dative 

Hodnett,  Hope  . . . 

Jackson,  Zollicofeer  . 

Crawford 

Jarrell,  Geo.  Hardy  . 

Taylor 

Jones,  Asa  A 

Jones,  Geo.  H 

Jones,  Joseph  .... 

Hall 

Jones,  Willie  .... 

Hall 

Knox,  Lamar  .... 

Little,  Algernon  T.  . 

McLees,  R.  Gustavus  . 

Fulton 

Parks,  J.  Burton  . . . 

Crawford 

Parrish,  Walter  G.  . . 

Peacock,  Lewis  0.  . . 

Wilkinson 

Peacock,  William  I,.  . 

RESIDENCE. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
County , Georgia. 
County,  Georgia. 
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Ragan,  Charles  C.  . 

Terrell  County, 

Georgia. 

Ragan,  Terrell  . . 

Georgia. 

Ranew,  Moses  . . . 

Georgia. 

Reed,  James  Oscar  . 

Georgia. 

Russell,  Joshua  . . . 

Georgia. 

Sims,  Joseph 

Georgia, 

Taylor,  James  . . . 

Georgia. 

Thomas,  Simeon  W.  . 

Franklin  County, 

Georgia. 

Winkles,  Andrew  . . 

Georgia. 

COLORED.* 

Hollinsworth,  John 

Georgia. 

Williams,  Elijah  . . 

Georgia. 

FEMALES. 

NAME.  RESIDENCE. 

Bowen,  Fanny . . Coweta  County,  Georgia. 

Butler,  Lolah Gordon  County,  Georgia. 

Craze,  Maggie Walker  County,  Georgia. 

Daniels,  Bettie Jones  County,  Georgia. 

Dyson,  Hattie Wilkes  County,  Georgia. 

Ellington,  M.  P Wilkes  County,  Georgia. 

Green,  Eugenia  R Macon  County,  Georgia. 

Hodge,  Tennessee  I.  O Forsyth  County,  Georgia. 

Horton,  Addie Walker  County,  Georgia 

Jones,  Melissa  E Mitchell  County,  Georgia. 

Jones,  Ruth Hall  Coutity,  Georgia. 

Lovette,  Annie Wilcox  County,  Georgia. 

Mathis,  Jeannie Sumter  County,  Georgia. 

Mayfield,  Myrtle Fulton  County,  Georgia. 

McCabe,  Charlotte  J Glynn  Coutity,  Georgia. 

Muse,  Theodosia Carroll  County,  Georgia. 

Reed,  Estelle Bartow  County,  Georgia. 

Russell,  Lana Jefferson  County,  Georgia. 

Russell,  Moselle Jefferson  County,  Georgia. 

Schuman,  Sallie Bryan  County,  Georgia. 

Timmons,  Mattie  Ella Carroll  County,  Georgia. 

Wilson,  Virginia Gordon  County,  Georgia. 


♦Taught  in  shop  ahd  boarded  at  their  homes. 


C5ABD  ©T  THANKS. 


The  thanks  of  the  Officers  and  Pupils  of  the  “ Georgia  Acad- 
emy for  the  Blind  ” are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 
officers  of  the  following  Railroads  of  the  State  for  free  passes, 
on  necessary  occasions,  over  their  respective  lines,  a most  im- 
portant privilege  and  aid  toward  the  benevolent  work  of  the 
Institution,  viz:  Macon  and  Western,  South-Western,  Central, 
Macon  and  Brunswick,  Western  and  Atlantic,  Air-Line,  Atlanta 
and  LaGrange. 

Also,  their  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  pro- 
prietors and  editors  of  the  following  Newspapers,  for  sending 
their  issues  gratuitously  to  the  Institution,  thereby  contributing 
means  of  information  as  to  the  current  news  and  other  important 
matters ; and  also  to  all  other  papers  that  have  given  such  notice 
of  the  Institution  and  its  work  as  was  calculated  to  bring  its  ob- 
ject and  advantages  before  the  blind  youth  of  the  State:  The 
Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate,  of  Macon  ; The  Christian  Index, 
of  Atlanta;  The  Tri-Weekly  Courier,  of  Rome  ; The  Reporter, 
of  LaGrange;  The  Republican,  of  Americas;  The  Southerner, 
of  Irwinton ; The  Home  Journal,  of  Perry  ; The  Banner,  (daily,) 
Athens;  The  Vindicator,  of  Greenville;  The  Goodson  Gazette, 
of  Staunton,  Va.  ; The  Tablet,  Romney,  W.  Va. ; The  Deaf- 
Mute  Mirror,  Flint,  Mich.  ; Mute’s  Companion,  Fairbault, 
Minn.;  The  Mistletoe,  Vinton,  Iowa;  and  at  reduced  rates, 
these  two  dailies : Telegraph  and  Messenger,  Macon  ; Constitu- 
tion, Atlanta. 


